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INTRODUCTION 


The genus Meligethes Steph. has adults and larvae which develop in flowers, feeding 
on pollen as well as developing buds. Many of the species exhibit a high degree of 
species specificity in larval host-plants, although this is often less marked, notably 
in M. aeneus (F.) and M. viridescens (F.), which are both serious pests of cultivated 
oilseed rape and other yellow Brassicaceae. The genus is represented in Britain by 
thirty-four extant species (Kirk-Spriggs, in press), which utilize the botanical families 
Cistaceae, Rosaceae, Campanulaceae, Brassicaceae, Lamiaceae, Fabaceae and 
Boraginaceae as larval host-plants. Other flowering plants are often fed upon by adults 
before and after the flowering period of the larval host-plant (see Kirk-Spriggs, 1992), 
which explains why some species can be collected from a wide range of plants. 

The genus is very poorly recorded in Wales. After an extensive search of 
the entomological literature I have only been able to trace one record from 
Montgomery: M. aeneus (F.), Lake Vyrnwy, [23/9821], (Ansorge, 1966: 70). The 
late Dr A. M. Easton made several trips to the vice-county during the 1960s and his 
detailed notebooks give full data on species and localities. I have included his 
unpublished records in this paper (indicated by his initials A. M. E.). 

The nomenclature of the British species has changed considerably since the 
publication of the check-list of British Coleoptera (Kloet & Hincks, 1977); the names 
used here are according to Bacchus & Kirk-Spriggs (1991). I have also used the name 
Meligethes persicus Falderman, 1837, which is the new name for the species formerly 
known as M. pedicularius (Gyll., 1808) nec auctt. (Audisio, in press; Kirk-Spriggs, 
in press). The national conservation statuses given are those revised by Hyman & 
Parsons, in press. 

I have made two collecting trips to the vice-county, in 1990 as part of the 
Coleoptera recording weekend organized by Roger Key (Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee, Peterborough), and in 1991 with Adrian Plant who was recording 
Empididae (Diptera). 

The object of this paper is to give detailed records of the genus from this much 
under-collected county, in the hope that it will provide base-line data for future 
recorders, and perhaps help to spark interest in the group. 


SPECIES AND LOCALITIES 
Meligethes atratus (Olivier, 1790) 


Very common, on Rosa spp. In Wales also occurring in Monmouth, Glamorgan, 
Brecon, Radnor, Cardigan, Merioneth, Caernarvon, Denbigh, Flint and Anglesey. 
Our largest British species. 

Material examined: 1 Nelly Andrews Green, 33/2609, 3.ix.1961, Centaurea 
nigra L., (A. M. E.); 2 Long Mountain, 33/2808, 14.vi.1964, general sweeping. 
(A.M. E.); 2 Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 30.viii.1964, Succisa pratensis 
Moench, (A. M. E.); 1 male & 1 female Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 
9.vi.1990, Rosa sp., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 male & 1 female same data in copula, 
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(A. H. K.-S.); 1 male Llyn Mawr SSSI, TNR, 32/0097, 10.vi.1991, Crataegus 
monogyna Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 Mochdre Dingles SSSI, 32/080878, 2.vi.1991, 
Crataegus monogyna Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.); 3 Pen-dugwm Woods SSSI, TNR, 
33/107140, 31.v.1991, Sorbus aucuparia L., (A. H. K.-S.); 8 same data, Crataegus 
monogyna Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.); 2 near Gwernafon, 22/923906, 30.v.1991, Anthriscus 
sylvestris (L.) Hoffm., (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes flavimanus Stephens, 1830 


Occurring broadly over much of England, on Rosa spp. In Wales also occurring 
in Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Cardigan, Merioneth, Caernarvon and Flint. 

Material examined: 2 Crew Green, 33/3215, 14.vi.1964, Rosa sp., (A. M. E.); 
1 Aber Bechan, 32/1493, 12.vii.1964, sweeping along canal side, (A. M. E.); 6 
males & 1 female Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 9.vi.1990, Rosa sp., 
(A. H. K.-S.); 1 male Moel y Golfa SSSI, 33/290122, 1.vi.1991, Crataegus monogyna 
Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 Caerhowel camp site, 32/203979, 2.vi.1991, Crataegus 
monogyna Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 Pen-dugwm Woods SSSI, TNR, 33/107140, 
31.v.1991, Crataegus monogyna Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes viridescens (Fabricius, 1787) 


On yellow Brassicaceae. Common and widely distributed, over the whole of England 
and Wales and much of Scotland. 

Material examined: 1 Trinity Well, 33/267078, 3.1x.1961, Centaurea nigra L., 
(A. M. E.); 1 Nelly Andrews Green, 33/2609, 3.ix.1961, Centaurea nigra L., (A. M. E.); 
2 Long Mountain, 33/2808, 14.vi.1964, Viburnum opulus L., (A. M. E.); 1 Aber 
Bechan, 32/1493, 12.vii.1964, Heracleum sphondylium L., (A. M. E.); 2 Cwm fron, 
near Llanidloes, 22/972813, 20.ix.1964, Brassica sp., (A. M. E.). 


Meligethes aeneus (Fabricius, 1775) 


On yellow Brassicaceae. Common and widely distributed, over the whole of England 
and Wales and much of Scotland. 

Material examined: 7 Breidden Hill SSSI, 33/294145, 5.vi.1960, Ranunculus 
repens L., (A. M. E.); 1 Trinity Well, 33/267078, 3.ix.1961, Centaurea nigra L., 
(A. M. E.); 1 Frochas, 33/295102, 1.v.1964, Ranunculus ficaria L., (A. M. E.); 1 
same data, Anemone nemorosa L., (A. M. E.); 1 same data, Oxalis acetosella L., 
(A. M. E.); 4 Frochas, 33/295102, 30.iv.1967, Ranunculus ficaria L., (A. M. E.); 
1 same data, Taraxacum officinale agg., (A. M. E.); 9 Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 
33/262216, 31.v.1964, Crataegus monogyna Jacq., (A. M. E.); 2 Crew Green, 33/3215, 
14.vi.1964, Rosa sp., (A. M. E); 1 Llandrinio, 33/2917, 14.vi.1964, Ballota nigra 
L., (A. M. E.); 34 Llandrinio, 33/2917, 12.vii.1964, Ballota nigra L., (A. M. E.); 
1 Four Crosses, 33/2718, 14.vi.1964, Aegopodium podagraria L., (A. M. E.); 2 Long 
Mountain, 33/2808, 14.vi.1964, general sweeping, (A. M. E.); 1 same data, Viburnum 
opulus L., (A. M. E.); 1 Corndon Hill SSSI, 32/309966, 14.vi.1964, general sweeping 
at foot of hill, (A. M. E.); 1 Aber Bechan, 32/1493, 12.vii.1964, Heracleum 
sphondylium L., (A. M. E.); 27 same data, sweeping along canal side, (A. M. E.); 
5 Cwm fron, near Llanidloes, 22/972813, 20.ix.1964, Brassica sp., (A. M. E.); 1 Llyn 
Mawr SSSI, TNR, 32/0097, 10.vi.1991, Taraxacum officinale agg., (A. H. K.-S.); 
16 same data, Crataegus monogyna Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 edge of Montgomery Canal, 
near Welshpool, 33/2206, 9.vi.1990, Stachys sylvatica L., (A. H. K.-S.); 5 same data, 
Taraxacum officinale agg., (A. H. K.-S.); 6 Newtown railway station, 32/1191, 
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10.vi.1990, Sisymbrium officinale (L.) Scop., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 same data, Rosa sp. 
(A. H. K.-S.); 1 Moel y Golfa SSSI, 33/290122, 1.vi.1991, pre-flowering Teucrium 
scorodonia L., (A. H. K.-S.); 2 same data, Alliaria petiolata (Bieb.) Cav. & Gra., 
(A. H. K.-S.); 1 Llanmerewig Glebe TNR, 32/160929, 2.vi.1991, Anthriscus sylvestris 
(L.) Hoffm., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 same data, Crataegus monogyna Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.); 
1 Mochdre Dingles SSSI, 32/080878, 2.vi.1991, Anthriscus sylvestris (L.) Hoffm., 
(A. H. K.-S.); 10 Breidden Hill SSSI, 33/294145, 31.v.1991, Hyacinthoides 
non-scripta (L.) Chouard ex Rothm., (A. H. K.-S.); 133 same data, Barbarea 
vulgaris R. Br., (A. H. K.-S.); 3 Pen-dugwm Woods SSSI, TNR, 33/107140, 
31.V.1991, Crataegus monogyna Jacq., (A. H. K.-S.); | Coedydd Llawr-y-Glyn SSSI, 
Gwernafon, 22/924906, 30.v.1991, Ranunculus ficaria L., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 Corndon 
Hill SSSI, 32/309966, 1.vi.1991, Taraxacum officinale agg., (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes atramentarius Forster, 1849 (Notable) 


A local species on Lamiastrum galeobdolon (L.) Ehrend. & Polatschek. In Wales 
also occurring in Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen and Flint. 

Material examined: 1 female Frochas, 33/295102, 1.v.1964, Anemone nemorosa 
L., (A. M. E.); 2 male Pen-dugwm Woods SSSI, TNR, 33/107140, 31.v.1991, 
Lamiastrum galeobdolon (L.) Ehrend. & Polatschek, (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes brunnicornis Sturm, 1845 


A common species on Stachys sylvatica L. In Wales also occurring in Monmouth, 
Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Pembroke, Cardigan, Caernarvon and Flint. 

Material examined: 1 Breidden Hill SSSI, 337/294145, 5.vi.1960, Geun urbanun 
L., (A. M. E.); I male Frochas, 33/295102, 31.v.1964, Lamiastrum galeobdolon (L.) 
Ehrend. & Polatschek, (A. M. E.); 2 males & 1 female Llanymynech Hill SSSI, 
TNR, 33/262216, 9.vi.1990, Stachys sylvatica L., (A. H. K.-S.); 5 males & 1 female 
Pen-dugwm Woods SSSI, TNR, 33/107140, 31.v.1991, Lamiastrum galeobdolon (L.) 
Ehrend. & Polatschek, (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes kunzei Erichson, 1845 


A locally common species, on Lamiastrurm galeobdolon (L.) Ehrend. & Polatschek. 
In Wales also occurring in Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, 
Denbigh and Flint. 

Material examined: 1 male & 2 females Frochas, 33/295102, 30.iv.1967, Larniastrum 
galeobdolon (L.) Ehrend. & Polatschek, (A. M. E.). 


Meligethes difficilis (Heer, 1841) 


A very common species on Lamium album L. In Wales also occurring in Monmouth, 
Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, Denbigh and Flint. 

Material examined: 1 Garth-derwen, 33/263097, 3.ix.1961, Lamium album L., 
(A. M. E.); edge of Montgomery Canal, near Welshpool, 33/2206, 9.vi.1990, Lamium 
album L., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 male & 2 females Caerhowel camp site, near Montgomery, 
32/203979, 1.vi.1991, Lamium album L., (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes pedicularius (Gyllenhal, 1808) nec auctt. (=M. viduatus (Heer, 1841)) 


A local species, on Galeopsis tetrahit L. sensu lato. In Wales also occurring in 
Brecon, Cardigan, Merioneth and Caernarvon. 
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Material examined: 2 females Cwm fron, near Llanidloes, 22/972813, 20.ix.1964, 
Galeopsis tetrahit L. sensu lato, (A. M. E.). 


Meligethes morosus Erichson, 1845 


A common and widely distributed species on Lamium album L. In Wales also 
occurring in Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, Denbigh 
and Flint. 

Material examined: 5 Garth-derwen, 33/263097, 3.ix.1961, Lamium album L., 
(A. M. E.); 6 Four Crosses, 33/2718, 31.v.1964, Lamium album L., (A. M. E.); 
1 female Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 9.vi.1990, Thymus polytrichus 
A. Kerner ex Borbas, (A. H. K.-S.); 3 males edge of Montgomery Canal, 
near Welshpool, 33/2206, 9.vi.1990, Lamium album L., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 male 
Llanmerewig Glebe TNR, 32/160929, 2.vi.1991, Lamium album L., (A. H. K.-S.); 
3 males & 2 females Caerhowel camp site, near Montgomery, 32/203979, 1.vi.1991, 
Lamium album L., (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes persicus Faldermann, 1837 (=M. pedicularius (Gyll.) auctt.) 


A common and widely distributed species on Stachys officinalis (L.) Trev. St Leon. 
In Wales also occurring in Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, 
Pembroke, Cardigan, Denbigh and Flint. 

Material examined: 1 male & 2 females Old Church Stoke, 32/2894, 12.vii.1964, 
Stachys officinalis (L.) Trev. St Leon, (A. M. E.). 


Meligethes nigrescens Stephens, 1830 


A common and widely distributed species on Trifolium repens L. In Wales also 
occurring in Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, Pembroke, 
Cardigan, Caernarvon, Denbigh and Anglesey. 

Material examined: 1 Trinity Well, 33/267078, 3.ix.1961, Centaurea nigra L., 
(A. M. E.); 1 Four Crosses, 33/2718, 14.vi.1964, Aegopodium podagraria L., 
(A. M. E.); 1 male & 1 female Breidden Hill SSSI, 33/294145, 31.v.1991, 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta (L.) Chouard ex Rothm., (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes obscurus Erichson, 1845 


A common and widely distributed species on Teucrium scorodonia L. In Wales 
also occurring in Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, Pembroke, 
Cardigan, Merioneth, Caernarvon, Denbigh, Flint and Anglesey. 

Material examined: 1 Breidden Hill SSSI, 33/294145, 5.vi.1960, Ranunculus repens 
L., (A. M. E.); 2 same data, Teucrium scorodonia L., (A. M. E.); 4 same data, 
Veronica chamaedrys L., (A. M. E.); 4 same data, Fragaria vesca L., (A. M. E.); 
7 same data, Hieracium sp., and Senecio aquaticus Hill, (A. M. E.); 6 same data, 
Geum urbanum L., (A. M. E.); 2 same data, Hieracium agg., (A. M. E.); 57 same 
data, Ajuga reptans L., also on almost every flower seen, including Viola sp. & Digitalis 
purpurea L., (A. M. E.); 1 same data, Lotus corniculatus L., (A. M. E.); 4 Breidden 
Hill SSSI, 33/294145, 3.ix.1961, Hieracium agg., (A. M. E.); 4 same data, Solidago 
virgaurea L., (A. M. E.); 1 same data, Centaurea nigra L., (A. M. E.); 1 Trinity 
Well, 33/267078, 3.ix.1961, Leontodon autumnalis L., (A. M. E.); 2 Long Mountain, 
33/2808, 14.vi.1964, general sweeping, (A. M. E.); 1 male & 1 female Todleth Hill, 
32/2894, 12.vii.1964, Clinopodium vulgare L., (A. M. E.); 1 female Long Mountain, 
33/2808, 12.vii.1964, Clinopodium vulgare L., (A. M. E.); 1 male & 1 female 
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Isygarreg, 22/736987, 20.1x.1964, Leontodon hispidus L., (A. M. E.); 1 male & 2 
females Isygarreg, 22/736987 plus 22/708984, 20.ix.1964, Jasione montana L., 
(A. M. E.); 1 male Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 9.vi.1990, /felianthemumn 
nummularium (L.) Miller, (A. H. K.-S.); 4 males & 5 females same data, Thymus 
polytrichus A. Kerner ex Borbas, (A. H. K.-S.); 1 female Moel y Golfa SSSI, 
33/290122, 1.vi.1991, Teucrium scorodonia L., (A. H.K.-S.); 1 female Breidden Hill 
SSSI, 33/294145, 31.v.1991, Lotus corniculatus L., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 female same 
data, Lepidium campestre (L.) R. Br., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 female same data, Fragaria 
vesca L., (A. H. K.-S.); 3 males same data, Hyacinthoides non-scripta (L.) Chouard 
ex Rothm., (A. H. K.-S.); 7 males & 2 females same data, Alliaria petiolata (Bieb.) 
Cav. & Gra., (A. H. K.-S.); 3 males & 2 females same data, Hieracium agg., 
(A. H. K.-S.); 18 males & 19 females same data, Polygala vulgaris L., (A. H. K.-S.); 
1 male Coedydd Llawr-y-Glyn SSSI, Esgairleth, 22/918905, 30.v.1991, Potentilla sp., 
(A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes carinulatus Forster, 1849 (=M. erythropus 
(Marsham) auctt. partin.) 


A common and widely distributed species on Lotus corniculatus L. In Wales also 
occurring in Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, Pembroke, 
Cardigan, Merioneth, Caernarvon, Denbigh, Flint and Anglesey. 

Material examined: 2 Breidden Hill SSSI, 33/294145, 5.vi.1960, Lotus corniculatus 
L., (A. M. E.); 1 male Frochas, 33/295102, 30.iv.1967, Taraxacum officinale agg., 
(A. M. E.); 3 males & 6 females Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 9.vi. 1990, 
Lotus corniculatus L., (A. H. K.-S.); 2 males & 1 female Llanmerewig Glebe TNR, 
32/160929, 2.vi.1991, Lotus corniculatus L., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 male Llyn Mawr SSSI, 
TNR, 32/0097, 10.vi.1991, Lotus corniculatus L., (A. H. K.-S.); 3 males Mochdre 
Dingles SSSI, 32/080878, 2.vi.1991, Lotus corniculatus L., (A. H. K.-S.); 1 male 
Breiddon Hill SSSI, 33/294145, 31.v.1991, Barbarea vulgaris R. Br., (A. H. K.-S.); 
3 males & 1 female Pen-dugwm Woods SSSI, 33/107140, 31.v.1991, Lotus corniculatus 
L., (A. H. K.-S.); 4 males Corndon Hill SSSI, 32/309966, 1.vi.1991, Taraxacum 
officinale agg., (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes exilis Sturm, 1845 (Notable) 


A local species, on Thymus polytrichus A. Kerner ex Borbas (= T. praecox Opiz 
subsp. (arcticus E. Durand) & Jalas). In Wales also occurring in Glamorgan, 
Carmarthen, Pembroke, Cardigan, Merioneth, Caernarvon, Denbigh, Flint and 
Anglesey. 

Material examined: 2 females Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 31.v.1964, 
Thymus polytrichus A. Kerner ex Borbas, (A. M. E.); 1 female Llanymynech Hill 
SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 30.viii.1964, Knautia arvensis (L.) Coulter, (A. M. E.) 
12 males & 10 females Llanymynech Hill SSSI, TNR, 33/262216, 9.vi.1990, Thymus 
polytrichus A. Kerner ex Borbas, (A. H. K.-S.). 


Meligethes ovatus Sturm, 1845 


A fairly common species, on Glechoma hederacea L. In Wales also occurring in 
Monmouth, Glamorgan, Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, Pembroke, Cardigan, 
Merioneth, Caernarvon, Denbigh, Flint and Anglesey. 

Material examined: 4 females Winllan Hill, 33/216212, 19.iv.1964. Glechonia 
hederacea L., (A. M. E.). 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Insects on cabbages and oilseed rape, by William D. J. Kirk, Naturalists’ Handbooks 
18, Richmond Publishing, Slough, 1992, 66pp, £7.95 paperback, £13 hardback.— 
Like other books in its series, this one selects a field that can be presented in reasonable 
detail within a small space. Thus, the author has managed to provide some very 
interesting background information on brassicas and their special role as insect 
foodplants, while also outlining the biology of many of the principal foliage 
and flower-feeding insects. No such work would be complete without a guide to 
identification, and this is duly supplied in the form of illustrated keys to all the common 
brassica-inhabiting insects, together with monochrome and colour plates depicting 
those most likely to be encountered by farmers and gardeners. There is also a short 
guide to collecting and other techniques. 

One of the nice things about this sort of subject is that it can be studied on one’s 
own doorstep, and this book should therefore help many people whose curiosity about 
local creepy-crawlies is not matched by a comprehensive knowledge of the many ` 
taxonomic groups to which they belong. It also highlights the scope for research, 
some areas of which could readily be tackled by the amateur. Thus, there is plenty 
here for entomologists of all persuasions, as well as students, farmers and gardeners. 
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